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ABSTRACT: 

A self-expanding stent assembly (10) consisting of one or more z-stents (1 1,12) connected to 
one another and covered by a flexible sleeve (13), which can be made from either nylon, plastic 
or another suitable material. The stents are formed of stainless steel wire arranged in a closed 
zig-zag configuration which includes an endless series of struts (14) that are joined by an equal 
number of joints (17). The stent assembly is compressible into a reduced diameter size for 
insertion into, and possible removal from, a body passageway. After being property positioned 
within a body passageway, the stent assembly is allowed to expand to its larger diameter shape, 
wherein the sleeve is pressed against the walls of the passageway by the stents. One application 
of the invention includes dilating a biliary duct which has been occluded by a tumorous growth. 
The advantage being that the sleeve prevents the tumor from growing between the gaps created 
by the stent which would otherwise restenose the passageway. Another intended application is to 
repair aneurysms. In this configuration, the stents are postioned on either side of an aneurysm, 
and the sleeve forms and artificial arterial wall which spans the aneurysm. 
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